268                           Hitler's Lackey
Thereupon Hitler, who had come to an understanding
with Ribbeiitrop, retailed to Papen all his important instruc-
tions for the groundwork of a Germano-Russian treaty.
After a stay of about a fortnight in the Saar, which was
occupied to aconsiderable extentin receiving fresh directions,
Herr von Papen returned to Turkey on 2nd June 1939.
Paperfs Secret Negotiations for the Russian Pact
In 1939, Terentiev was the Russian Ambassador in
Ankara. Since the seat of the Turkish Government had
been established in Ankara in recent years, the Embassies
of the Foreign States also had to be stationed in this city
in Asia Minor. Istanbul formerly as Constantinople the
capital of the Sultans, is to-day an important trading centre.
It is the chief port in Turkey, and a particularly beautiful
city. But it lies on the Bosphorus; and consequently in
the event of war it is far more vulnerable from the sea than
Ankara situated far inland. Moreover it is but a few miles
by land from the Greek and Bulgarian frontiers. For
strategic, administrative and political reasons Kemal Pasha
therefore preferred to make Ankara the capital of his new
Turkey.
But Ankara is a sober modern city, whilst Istanbul still
unites the magic of the Orient with all the beauty of nature.
Foreign diplomats frequently stay at Istanbul, and after
days of recuperation by the Bosphorus or in the Princes
Islands close to Istanbul they travel to Ankara to perform
their official duties.
Papen and Terentiev, the Russian Ambassador, had
repeatedly met in Ankara but naturally only on official
occasions, because until June 1939 relations between Ger-
many and the Soviet had been none of the best. After
Papen had returned to Turkey following his meeting with
Hitler at the Western fortifications, he passed some weeks
of the hot summer of 1939 by the Bosphorus. /
The Russian Ambassador, Terentiev, did the same.
And here on motor-boat trips which they took together
on the Bosphorus, and which were kept as secret as possible,